





| alwoys kinew F wourld come fo- i The wniverse
doesy not offer second chancey; the very thought v
wddicrows. Witiv suitable abosiv, | admit even | grew-
glddy wirew | first thought that Hhe chance to-trovel
Huwouglh Hhe ntractable fabric of tume presented Uself:

But Huis was not meant to- be, for no- magie—not
mine nor that of Ren Shin nor of tive might of He gools
thewmselves— i strong enouglh to- split the havd armor of
years that evgnares us oll.

Thowglv fime can be charted as a forurtiv-
Amersional fleld of energy Hhwoughv wirich Huaro-
Admersional spoce trovsits, and the vectory of that
motion caww be compressed or elongated tHhwough tive
concentration of energy, the flow of numina passes
Huwrougv U ondy along a single veetor, and notiving can
move thwouglv the ttime-energy fleld witiv o divrection
more extreme Han absolute perpendicudarity.

Pourt of my overeager naivety stemmed from the
existence of certain magles that can creote tie usion



of reversing temporal motion; spells that clawm to- draw~
wpon the future for prediction or to- pull from or arrest
the motiow of tume across scales of snch ar dminutive
nature that tHheir effecty were umpossiple to- correctly
ascertain in Hhe age of my birth. But as part of my
wtense researche o the matter, | learned tihvat tie
magie these spells shape Ly v no- wise true fume travel,
any more than a candlely flame s the swn:  [ngtead,
even Hie vast nmumina Hey call upon merely excites
the flow- of probabuity, crafting from that a seeming of

But the legitimate travuit of tume wourdd requare
essentially infinite energy to- make tive attempt; and
ol my calewdationy shhow- that even tivat might not be
enoughu

Moving Hhurougiv time would not simply demand all
the energy thot there B, but tie sum of all potential
energles Hwroughowt time, caledated for every discreet
wutont from the beginning fo-the end. And even Hhat



amount B only Uf yow consider time to- be finite; of oF
proves endless—os the selolary of Hus modern post age
seem conninced U —then the sheer mass of reality
yowr disposal.

| stUl remembper te confusion and tire despair Hrat
corsumed me wiren | realized wivat had happened.

In the dork age of my tume, | knew-the worlod was
dying. Magic had been drained from humanity and
everytiving wos on the verge of collapsing as the
squabpble between Hre terriple remunanty of He Walking
Gody escalated. But that was the key | had willfully
overlooked, wasn/t (42

I the beguning, there were twor Hundired -Handed
Kaesirem and the Horned God of Disavrray, Gwoltiv

I the end, there would be only two: the One Goodl—
mother of her ordered hives—and Hhe terriple dragon
Gedoepluron.

Who- can say for sure wirat cotoclysim woulol



precipitate e wltumate fote of owr world, but there
wowld come a tume wihen only tirey wourdd remain and
tHhelr power wouwld collide witiv suci terrible fury Hhat
all creation would die, and from Uy ashes would rise
o new- Sporks and ao new Quintessence. From e last
reminandts of the spent power of dying gods, an awoking
would be rekindled, to- create the wniverse anews

Yow see, tihe power of the Great Gods would beget tire
Five Crowns and the Five Crowns would beget the
Walking Gods and from them wourld rise Zithwas ano
Tuzwl Shek and Hey would, become Hie One Godl and
Geddephuron and from their wor b would all begun
agoant

I+ would be a destruetion so- absolute and terrible
nor the efernal souly of the dead, nor even the memory
of the cosmos. How many tumes has all creation dieod?
Cowld. U have happened ondy once? Or ten—thouwsand -
thowsand tumes? Doey U matter?



Undold layers of creation buwilt wp...and what does
Hriat mean for chotce and free will? Has eaciv of tHhrese
Uerations been perfectly Ldentical to-tive last? So- for
o | kinow—s0- for as con be kinown—no- vt of tive post
cycles hay ever reached across Hat point of absolute
ending, so- Uf the starting pount were perfectly simidar,
absolutely everytiving would dentical, down to-the
placement of a single grain of sand upon a beaci, and
to- the wawes that lap ot o

But Lf that s true.. have | learned this kinowledge
ol tiese Wimitable fumes? Howe | acted ow Uf; secono-
guessed. myself, and acted upon UF again, v endless
cycle, to- no- resudt?

Or periaps tihe subtlest of changes propoagote witiv
unfunifesimally increasing force Un exvery recudrsion,
Wke Hre errors of a sevibe wio copies out his new-
maruseripts?  Are my presence and the choices | make
here o new- permuntotion, witiv e possibuity of
thwowing over the movstrows order that hagy consuumed



all creation since the dawn of Hhe very first readity?

I the end, | had no- choice but to- put faitiv n tive
ondy tiving that hasy never failed me: myself. If tiviy
was o panfomime | was doomed. to- reenact for all of
cyclical eternity, sobe if, but | would march forward
wnto- my bitter end, casting my defiance upon a
lavghably cruel postdestination. Petty fear cowlo not
be allowed. to- deny tive possibility of change.

Let reality balk, for | hove a plan.

It i done...thisy cruel cycle can be altered, and Uf UF
can be choanged thew U can be broken!

Time and. resounirces untolol v their vastness have
beew expended, but | wos able to- shift tive ocenvrence
of a single cycle: Thoughe it galls me, | cowld not do- i+
of the cycles suchv as precipitoted my intrusion onto- an



Ueration of readity not my own.

| kinewr fromw my oww time tiat the Cypher Key had
token to- troveling withv o growp of vagabonds and
Huleves: [n Hly second cycle, | set unto- motion the
evendts that would propel them from Hws cycle unto-a
tHhivd cycle, tranveling along fo- that cycle as well.
There, | covspired to- induce Hrem to- release tive
Awrora from Hre northern climes: Howing experienceo
that movyter once myself, | kinew-that Uy strengtiv
wowdd be more Hhan sufficient to- lrireparably change
the world from the one | kinew:

I had not calewndated on Bavrankal being cut off from
the Prime—and Hus me from Uy resovrces—trioughv b
was aple to- trogp Vez'roon, so- e cowld not Lend iy
strengtin to- complicating the new- Lssune.

Regardless, | vanve provew that my theorwes of the
cycle of reality are correct and that—by my hand, if
no- otiver —they can altered. It fally to- me to- forge o
new- destiny for ws all,



To that end, | must keep- tive secwet of exactly wirat
the cyclesy are close to- my breast: | kinow from botiv my
unferactions withv he Cypiver Key and wiat | haae
heard of Rew Shiny researciv that Hhey believe the
Hme travel hypotresis and, indeed, even followthe
some oneinnes of reseovch tivat | ot furst didl wiren |
orriveds v the prestons cycle.

Though Ren Shvin wowld discover the trutiv
eventually, Uf gwew the tume, the scenario- that Hhe
Cypher Key and Wiy rufflans preciputoted enswred tivat
iy attentionsy were well and trudy focused elsewdrere.
And now-that | hawe He measmre of my foe, | must
determine botiv wivy b g and how-to- defeat ot

Thaee options exist for the possible cudprit of wiat |



. Kaeshem and GwolHr
ll. The Five Crowns

. The Thane

Withe Hhe first; | would have to- consider of there was
some reason intrnsace to- themseles that tihe two- Great
Gooy would wish to- be locked nto- eternal struggle.
Butfo- what end and how? After all, for many
centuries following the fall of Valjoradon, Zithwos
wowddl exist before the birtiv of Tuzul Shek. If the
Greot Gods were noeed Hre covnse—rotiver Hian,
Hemselyves, victms—woudd this event not wpset the
balance of power between them?

The deeper | considered and Hie more | researcired,
U became apparent that the mental contortions
necessory to- make them the cdprity was so- far beyond
Logie that | coudd ondy retwarn to- Hhat possibility Uf the
otiher options were exihaunsted to- the uttermost point of



Thewn, wiat of the Fuwe Crowns?

Seela, tive Godoless of Song
Lio, tihe Goddess of Color
Typhi, the Goddess of Wings
Quum, the Goddess of Stary
Zeeye, He Godoess of Motion

Eachv cycle, they wourld be born anew from te
power of Kaeshem and Guwoltiv, yet Hhey would gve
ruse to- the Immacudato.  Indeed, Zotwray and Tuzul
Shek botiv wowld come from Quumun alone.

Would Ut be possible for such a regeneration of
power every cycle fo- sustain tself withouwt e
wtervention of ouwsioe forces? Would the Crowns
possess etiver tive strengtiv or tive will to- end not ondy
Helr progenitors, but the creations over witich they
labored witihv such concern?

And. wirat purpose wouwld be served. by the Crowns



so- inmumolating themselves, dying and being reborn in
time withv their creation?

No-..wihhile it might be more possiiple to- ascripe
motive fo-the Crowns, b woudd st be an exercise v
making huwman that wirich i disine. And tire
mechanizm by witich they could ensure the perfect
symmetry of every cycle could not possibly suarvive the
destruction such a rencarnation would demand.

And wiat of e Thane? The..myth? Pr ?
Warning? Whatever it turns outto- be, Hhe poem iy
knoww to- all wiro- dabiple i archaeology, magic, or
theology:

Seven swords for sexen Lovols,
And one sword for tie Thane.
Gody above and Gods pelows
And a God L all bt name.



Seven landy assembpled nows,
A croww for every head.
And o croww of blackened blood,
For the eightiv to- rule the dead.

It s easy enouglh to- parse, witiv tive seven Lorolys
representing the Great Gods—tine Gody abpove—and tive
Five Crowwns as the Gody below: The "swovd refery to-
the power of divinity that makes them Gods. The
Thane, then, s the nciplent Eighvtiv Godl, wirich s
meant to- be eitiver Zuthwos or Tuzul Shek; wivchever
emerged: victorions wv their struggle and reclaimed tive
sihattered power of the Figments to- forge their
metaphorical sword.

But lhow- can that be? If Hiey are botiv destined to-
be reborn n Hie next cycle as Hhe Great Gods—Hne first
two- of the sevenw Lords—thven how- could one of them
also- be destined to- be the Eightin?



In Ught of what we knows, the avswer becomes
poinfully simple: they are not:  Are even Hre Gools
Ynorant of thisy truth? | do- not; as yet; kinows, bt
consioer tihat all elght Gods will come to- possess o
crowwn, bt ovdy He Gody of owr crvrrent cycle will
hoave a "land! witile, in Uew of this, tHhe Elghtiv will
receine appovent rilersiiip over tive dead.

But sometivng goes wirong.

Somewhere, some part of the plaw breaksy down, the
wniverse collapses, and Hie entire cycde startsy agoin
withv the last survivory of the old worlds Zuthuray and.
Tuzul Shek.

That ovdy makes sense Uf the Thane b not wiat we
believed. In my seminal work, "On He Natwre of tie
Thane," | posited that the being borw from the wnion
of the last vestiges of the power of He Walking Gody
might actually be different from the core lmmaculate
wiich of the two- won



But ratirver than U not mattering, wiat f the reason
that tihe Thane would bear no- resemplonce to- eiltirer
Walking Godl was becanse o way never meant to- be one
of them? What f anotiver entity was always meant by
the makery of thhat propihecy to- ascend to-tie place of
Adivine rudersiip?

Taking that dea a step furthver, there Ly notiving
nherent about the Walking Gods Hhat demand Hhat
one of Hemw fulfl the role: U would, only be a matter
of the power uwolveds Any beng capable of accepting

No- mortal—not exven o hero—coudd hhope to- contain
o hwndiredtiv part of that energy withowt being
destroyed: wtterly, but what Uf there wos sometiving else
on the same scale as a Gool? Sometiving Hiat not ondy
had. access to- the stotic power of He gods, bt to- power
that could grow- of Uy own accord, over tume, wntll of
wowldd have o potential beyond even Hriose that bore 2



To- go- beyond simple conjecture, | woudd have to-
delye into- the black past of my family: Hie secirets of
the Traitor-Heroes: | kinew for suve ondy wirat |
learned from my grandmotirver for —tivoughh the people
of my blood have proven long-lived—ut was
generotiony even for ugy since the collapse of the Well
ond wirat | sFUL Hunk of as the "present”

When Alutuny and Rew Shiw shattered the world,
they were the only ones wiro- st refained. He power to-
wse magie withouwt making o contract withv o Great
Beast: lnstead, they reunitfed and made a pact to-
stewawd the world tivey had created. To-tHrat end, they
produced o child my great-grandmotirer.

She begat my grandwmotirer, wio begat my fatirer,
wio- begat me. Thouglh each generatiow saw owr
powers weaken, our unfellect was wivolly



wndlminisied, ands F soon became apporent tiat tive
tremendows measures taken haod ovdy delayed tive
siekmness, rather tHhan cureds (- Yow see, Ren Shin hao
learned a terrible trutiv about e Figments and tive
Walking Godls and tire destiny of the Thane.

Despite what the Five Crowns said—and perivaps
even believed— it was never meant to- be Geddepiron
or the One God wiro ook the croww of thve Elghtiv

Within thve Well Uiself, tive vast swirling of pure
power and the covstont exposure to- huundrreds of
millions of thinking mindy for centuries had roused a
brute, primitive conselomsness wirose rapocity was
growing witr every passing minute. Ay wite the power
of the Great Beasts, every tume Uy energies were colled
wpon, they wourld regenervate greater Hhan tivey had
been before, ensuring Hat as e population grew- witiv
each passing day, there wowld be enoughh power to-
covunect new- souds to- U and that, un turn, would make

Ut stronger un a self-reinforeing cycle.



When e wnsealed tese truwtivg, Rew Shiw brougit
the evidence before Alutums—Iisy most vocal and
persistent critie on Hhe Black Rock Conneil—anod wiven
evew she coudd find no- faudt witiv iy reasoning, tirey
kinew- Ut must be taken to- their fellow- Heroes: From
there, He poiv rushed to-the Citadel, calling an
emergency meeting to- present everytiving that had been
learned.

Desolation and reality were all that was tivere to-
greet them, Houghe When tivey came fortiv withv their
revelation, they were foced withv anotiver, for Blind
Vez'roon, tive head of He Cowneil and an old friend to-
all tihere, revealed that e not ondy kmnew- Huiy trutiv,
but had been bn contact withe the entity. Yow see, his
powers had opened his mind like no- otiver to-the
Well's probing thoughhts, and U had. spent decaoles
whvispering beyond He edge of iy consciousness,
slowly eating away ot Vez'roon's will with a deptr of
potience no- mortal being can trudy grosp, wntil he way



nothing but a puppet of the proto-Thane.

Withv surprise and. the power of g patron, Vez'roon
lashed out, hastening his planned subversion or
destruction of the variounsy Covneil members. But one
cordd not so- easidy overmateh so- many heroey, and
though all but Ren Shin and Alutuuy perisied un Hie
conflict, they were able fo- destroy their ol friend.
Alay, Vez'roow wos ovdy a vessel, and iy deativ dio
notiving to- avert the problem.

Indeed, U the last moments, he ways able to- infect
e mind of young Meecia Whem, sending her to-the
counrt of the Xenarchv of Dyykada. From tirere, the
mind-plague spread quickly thwoughowt the rulers of
Hie natlony, and wiren Ren Shin and Alntuuy tried to-
purrsne, Hey were, instead, confronted by Hie growing
Leglons of the Well's ensloved thuralls.

Seeing no- other soluntion to- e rapidly -
deteriovating situation, they abandoned tivelr half-
conceined plany of a safe guarantine and shutdown of



the Well and. struck witiv hammerblows, seeking to-
destroy the Well and Uty master.

It succeeded, and Hey were able to- disperse He
power of the Well...but b doing so, they sealed tre
deativ of ovr world.

Yow see, as the released numine saturated tive
world, U weakened the mortal races, forcing Hiem to-
rely ow the Great Beasts for their survival, wivde thvat
worship contununed to- inerease tihe power of the Beasts.

Natwrally, when Zithwas and Tuzul Shek adopted
their new- forms as the One Godl and Geddeplwron, Hrey
Al so- v te woy most appropriate for owr damageo
world: Great Beasts: But in doing so;, they accioentally
opened themselres to- the numina of mew, wirieh grows
wien used by those from whom U way once taken.

I can ondy congecture from thuy pount, agy none of my
excursiony thurough tihve Cycles included a trip to-the
post-humain ages that Hheir struggle birthed, but as
they grew i dominance, their domaing would come to-



rule more and more nationy: The Cowneil of
Wyrms...Estruaza.. the Tide Princes..all of the great
powery of our world would fall, and their people
would either perisiv or fall unto- the tHurall of one of
the two-

And so- would the Greoat Beastsy wiro- ruded them. Ay
each of those Beasty died, their nmuwmuna wowld refurn
to- the world to- be absorbed by tive otiver Beasts: And
wien ondy Geddeplhuron and tie One God remained?
AW the power of the ol Well and all the power of the
Great Beosts that had groww un the centuries of use
oand all the power of the greatest two- of the Walking
Gods would be concentrated. n ovdy two- places.

Iy UF so- diffieudt to- see, Un them, power to- rival the
Gods? Wio- caw soy for sure whet happeny from there.
Perlaps their fight wowrdd be viciouns enougiv fo- end
everytiving, or perhaps they would wage war upon the
heonveny flrst, to- bring doww Hheir mothery and thelr
groandfatirers, or periaps sometiving beyond owr



uwnderstonding wourld happen.

But the end resudt e the same: o ol endy, and from
the shelly of the two,, opposing forces wowld rise the
Spark and the Quintessence, wirich would give birtiv
to- Gwoltiv and Kaesirem.

Very well, | kinew- now- wirom my foe was—tire mind
within the Well, destined to- become the Eyglhtiv God,
yet wholly wnfit for tie task—and woy charged witv
the great destuny of somehow midwifing iy

It could not be slaiwn owntright; for that would only
resudt b e fruncated future of my own cycle.

But just as suarely, U coulds not be allowed to- be
borw, or the land. of the dead witicih o would rule
wowdd be our own world, and balance wourld persist
over a Ufeless voio



lnstead, | began to- ponder the flaws Un the system,
the two- unfowvorable options:. Furst, that the power of
the Eighvtiv coudod not be dinvided, or o+ wouwld
eventually war upon Uself: Second, that the power
couldl not be allowed to- exist withowt a check on U or
Uy whvimg wouldh ultimately come to- ruination.

Withv Hhat as a stourting point; | began my work.
What if the power of thve Well could be chranneled owt
of Ut stripping tie fledgling mind of Uty energies wirile
keeping them ntact; botiv for the races of tive world fo-
contunne drawing from, and to- take wp thhe mantle of
the Eghtiv? What of those powers, tiven, could be held
strengtiv wos sufficient to- bear wp under tive energy?

Two wowld ohiiowsly be too- fews, and | briefly
consiodered five, asy withv the Five Crowns. But un e
end, | believed that an even nmumber would be better,
to- reflect the nature of the worlds So- I dvrew- upon old



Lore, tvinking of the Elght Trigramy that tie
Valjoradoni mysticsy claimed reflected tire four
primary elements and their four "mandifestations’ upon
the worlds Thouglv U iy old magic and muneir -
discredifed v modern times, U b not without power
and would be o fitting relation to-tive Eighvtiv Gool

Therefore, | wowld make four pllars of support,
each charged witiv o primory Trigroms os o face to-
represent the strengtiv fo- lvold up the power and o
secondary Trigrom to- represent tive strengtiv fo- hold e
owtsioe world at boy, essentiolly forming a sivell into-
wivch Hhe energiesy of He Well could be pouwred, free of
CONSCAOUSNLSL.

Eaciv of these four pllary would be faced witiv e
two- corresponding of Hhe Eight Elements Hat form a
lightning; fre and heaven:

Even before | learned the truthg of the Cycle, | had
already discerned a great deal of tive Wellls theoretical



fundomentals. Wit tume and my own connection to-
Ut | ways able to- puzzle out a sufflcient degree of Uty
complexity to- begun covstrueting the grownodwork for a
meany of channeling Uy power.

Senverol romantic notlony flitted across my muno—
crowns, magic swords, or arcone devices of crystal and
force—but | ultimately settled o the wirolly
wtdlitorion: sulty of adamantine metal, overlarge and
ntricate. They would have Hhe right mixture of size
and duraplity to- ensre construction withv as few
complications as possiiple, and once they had become
wiole and wivolly chrarged, Hheir form wouwld be
ephemeral and Hie wearer cowdd easily adapt tHhem

| will not belabor the plany for thelr covstruction
here; suffice Ut to say, Hhey would reguire not only
materialy of tihve highest quality, but reagents botiv rare
and exotic:. Soexotic, ndeed, that | would not be able
to- collect all of Hem in the span of a single Cycle.

Even just one st would demand. a dozen fortuunes



to- attempt; and all four wowld be beyond even my
corsioerabple meons. | would need botiv ttme and
resounces, so- | began forging my network of uinfluence
across the face of Hisy Cycle, as well as securing
Baivankal agoim as my base.

Producing evew tire flrst suit way o tremendows
effort, my plans almost exposed several tumes and my
It took for longer Hran | had hoped, but U way wortiv b
wiewn tive completed arfifact sot before me, Hhurrmming
withv botiv inborn magle and ncipient potential. It
way the first—tive Armor of Eartiv and Mouwntaing—
and. U proved Hiot | codd accomplisihv wivat was
needed.

Taking u ande what resources | coudod not replace, |
then transitioned to- my fourtiv Cycle, but as | hove
sodld elsendrere..my lineage s long-lived, but we are
not immortal. Even ay | write s, | am failing. |
kinew- | would need otivers to- carry on my work.



My progress i Hhe fourtiv Cycle has been expedited
greatly not ondy by my wnwitting assistonts, but | have
beewn able to- disrupt the Heroes by pusiving the Cypher
Key of Hhe third Cycle forwowd into-tiviy one. It iy a
gambhle—I will have less tume to- complete my work—
bt U and Uy followery should provide o mucih-needeo
dstraction at the most critical momenty of the process:
| will gladly trade a deadline for greater secunrity.

The completiow of the otiver thuree suidy hay since
otecupied almost every woking moment | hhanve and
consumeds more wealtiv than tive me of the old world
ever dreamed existed. Since eac Uy bullt arownd one
of the four prumary elementy ay Uy heart; | have come
to- ik of e as my Primal Armors. Thot they
e nearer to- completion b an inesritablity | hope to-
keep hidoden from the world as long as possible..but
the consumption of such resowrces as these requare s



not easily masked, and. my metiods for subterfuge
nuwst needs become uncreasingly more extreme, thougi
that presendtsy me witiv dangers of Uy own.

StUl, | will pwsiv thurouglv and do- wirat must be
done, ay has always been my woy. Lesser minoy con
fellate Hheir egoy witiv folk of petty conselence; mine s
o purpose too- glovriows and greot to- be allowed. to- fail
beneativ the burdens of decency. Even if the people of
Hie futunre demonize me, they shall do- so- witiv the
tfime Hrat | hane giwven tHhem

Besides, | have greater concerns now: upon whom to-
place the armor. It 4 no- simple burdew, and one | am
forced to- admit | connot take upon myself. | am
foling more witiv every passing doy, and | despair to-
see He end of my great work.

There are my assistandts, periaps, but wio- con say of
they are prepored for the buwrden? Or f | am evenn

There 4 no- way to- kinow- what changes will befall



Hiose wiho wear the armor —iun mind or n hody—
when tivey dorow- out Hie powers of e Well and create
the Eyghvtive: Perlhaps they shhall be raised to- rank of
demi~gody themseles, exceeding even the power of the
greatest hevoes? Or their soudsy might be stripped. awoy,
thelr basest will bonded to- the armor to- serve as
eternal guardiany of the power Like some half-damned
golem? It may be thot anw entity wirolly new and
wnigue wll arise from the wreckage of Hheir psycire?

Those or any of a thowsand otiher possible fotes
Hureaten any wivo- would accept the burden of the
Primal Armovs.

But | will find them, wierever they may be: minds
| com trust witiv e possib ity of wltimate power, but
who- are also- willing fo- accept existing thuroughv all

It B wortv U for the possibuities that Hhe Elghvtiv
Gorl of my own manufactre will open up:

Witiv e wnlimited potential energy tivat the four



Prumal Armorsy will be able to- shhape—witiv Uy
capocity for infunite growtiv—nothving will ever be tire
some again: o time, Uy energy will dwoarf the Gools
andl Uty featy will transcend He Uimity of ovar abilities
to- understanod. New life, new magic..uf may be
possible to- create wirolly new worldy to- fUl all of
spoce: lmagune, o universe wirvere every pount of Ught
U the night'y sky s replaced witiv an entire world, ay
richv and vibrant as owr Zenothuds...

This B the beginning of everytving tihat will ever be
reality —true tume and reality —wll begine Wit those
lofty ambitions, | have taken to- thinking of my
endeavory as Hhe Origun Project






What s the past, but an archisne of abandoned longings?






